Assignment Directions
Your proposal for the Data Analysis Project is due this week. Please reread the Project Overview. Make sure you understand all the steps in this assignment right now, if you do not, please ask questions as this is a big part of this class.
Students should continually make progress with their research projects throughout the course.
Part 1: Selecting a Data Set
It is highly recommended that you use a publicly available dataset for your analysis rather than collecting your own primary data. 
There are many data sources that can be accessed on the web and used for this assignment. Please use the instructor and the TA as resources for identifying datasets relevant for topics you are interested in investigating. 
For ideas about finding a dataset and a topic, remember that I shared these suggestions earlier in the course.  
Part 2: The proposal
For this week’s proposal assignment, submit:
· A paragraph that describes your topic, 
· the data file you identified (include a link or citation), 
· the units of analysis, dependent variable, and independent variable that you will analyze.
I highly encourage students to focus on one dependent variable and one independent variable for their projects. Make sure to prepare to conduct a high quality two variable analysis, and you may add to your paper by analyzing additional variable only if you wish. 
I will provide feedback on and suggestions for the proposal by the end of Week 4.
Assignment Details
· Submit one paragraph in a Word Document
Rubric
You will be graded based on:
·  your effort to consider a viable dependent and independent variable relationship to analyze and
·  your effort shown in identifying a potential dataset  with well defined units of analysis.
I emphasize the effort you put into planning your project at this early point in the quarter and understand that your analysis idea may become better formulated and developed as the quarter progresses.


